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Let me tell you about Children International…

Thank you for inviting me to speak to you today.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for me to tell you about Children International and their mission to help poor children around the world.  

Children International is a nonprofit child sponsorship organization based in Kansas City since 1936 that serves impoverished children and their families from eleven countries around the world.  Some of those countries include Guatemala, Colombia, Honduras, Ecuador, Mexico, Chile, the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, India, Zambia and the United States.  

You might ask yourself, “What does a child sponsorship organization do?” A child sponsorship organization receives a monthly contribution from an individual who wants to help sponsor one impoverished child. That contribution is sent to help provide benefits for the child, like medical and dental care, nutritional assistance, and educational supplies.

Children International’s efficiency at providing worthwhile benefits to children is reflected in Consumers Digest which voted Children International one of the most efficient humanitarian relief agencies in 2003 and 2006.

In return for a monthly contribution, the sponsor receives two letters and a photo from the child every year. This truly begins a one-to-one connection between a sponsor and his sponsored child.

Children International’s mission is to help children become happy, healthy and self-reliant adults by providing them with a chance for a better future. Today, Children International is fulfilling that mission for so many children around the world. 

In order to understand how we help poor children, you must first look at the typical situation of sponsored children and their families. Families consist of 5 to 7 people living on a monthly income of about $89. Their home is usually a makeshift shack located in a slum on the outskirts of a city. 

Utilities are a problem. Most families have a problem getting clean water. Some lack sanitary facilities.

The key to our success is providing access to medical care and dental care. 

In 2010, Children International provided the following items to sponsored children: 

· 496,246 medical consults

· 99,746 children visited the dentist

· 43,411 hygiene kits were distributed

· 598,332 anti-parasite treatments were administered

That monthly contribution also is important for education. For many children, being sponsored is the best chance the children have for breaking out of the cycle of poverty

Our goal is to keep a child in our program, and keep them in school for as long as possible. 

Here are some of the items we have provided to sponsored children in order to keep them in school: 

· 24,418 school tuition and fees paid

· 92,038 backpacks were handed out

· 7,633 children received tutoring
Other material benefits that sponsored children receive include:

· 955,649 new articles of clothing

· 333,712 pairs of shoes

Many of these benefits are real, and they are important for improving conditions for the children we help. Sponsorship helps improve the lives of sponsored children and the communities where they live. 

